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Real Estate Strategic Outlook: Italy
What are the macroeconomic drivers?  

Fading influence of construction stimulus on Italy’s GDP 

While the Italian economy exceeded expectations in 2023, 

GDP growth is likely to slow this year. The stimulus to con-
struction brought about by the government’s ‘superbonus’ 

scheme, aimed at encouraging investments in residential en-

ergy efficiency, is fading as the scheme is phased out. At just 
over 1%,1 inflation in Italy is below the ECB’s target and is 

likely to remain at this level throughout the year. This should 

allow real wages to recover and boost consumer spending in 
the short term.  

Strategy: what and where?  

Growing opportunity in regional logistics hubs 

We have had a positive view on the logistics market in Milan 

for some time, and this now extends to certain regional 

markets which have been attracting a higher proportion of 
take-up in recent years compared to the long-term average. 

   

Italy Logistics Take-up by City, 000 sqm

 
Source: CBRE, May 2024 
 

A key driver of the shift south is the National Recovery and 

Resilience Plan, which was approved by the EU in 2021 and 
is set to channel €24 billion from the EU’s Recovery and Re-
silience Facility into infrastructure improvements. One of 

the key elements of this plan is the Ionian Highway which 
aims to connect some of the less affluent towns along the 

 

 
1 Oxford Economics, April 2024. 

Ionian coast in Southern Italy with the A14 and A2 motor-

ways, reducing travel times north to Bologna and Rome. 
The significance of both cities as logistics hubs serving 
southern Italy is therefore increasing.  

Vacancy in Italy is below 2%,2 and while the next two to 
three years are likely to bring some relief in terms of supply 
growth, total speculative completions in the pipeline to be 

completed by the end of 2026 equate to less than two 
year’s take-up at current levels. The risk is that take-up will 
moderate in line with a slowdown in economic growth in 

2024 just as completions pick up, so our forecasts show 
some deceleration in logistics rent growth to reflect this 
possibility. However, the correction in entry yields allows for 

expected gross total returns for both Milan and Rome in the 

region of 10%.  

Regulation driving operational focus 

Despite a strong two years of rental growth for the Milan pri-
vate rented sector, the outlook is tainted by regulatory and 
supply uncertainty. Purpose-built student accommodation 

(PBSA), on the other hand, is benefitting from structural un-
dersupply and high residential rents. There is, however, sub-
stantial investor interest in the sector and a large volume of 

potential new developments in the pipeline. If projects sched-
uled to complete in the next two years are built out in full, 
rental growth is likely to moderate significantly as the new 

schemes compete to attract students. While we maintain a 
positive view on the sector in the long term, care is necessary 
when selecting individual schemes as they will need to be 

well located or attractively priced to achieve high occupancy 
in a potentially more competitive landscape than the present.  

The hotel sector continues to perform well. It is the most pop-

ular alternative use for obsolete offices, particularly in Rome. 
Expected completions average in Milan, while supply growth 
in Rome is lower. Given the latter currently enjoys higher oc-

cupancy, the Italian capital is likely to be the stronger per-
former in the short-to-medium term. The ownership of hotels 

in Rome is highly fragmented, presenting an opportunity to 

work with an operator looking to expand their presence and 
upgrade the existing offer on an asset-by-asset basis.  

2 Colliers, 2024 Q1 

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

Bologna Milan Rome Naples Veneto



Real Estate Strategic Outlook: Italy June 2024 

 
This information is subject to change at any time, based upon economic, market and other considerations and should not be construed as 
a recommendation. Past performance is not indicative of future returns. Forecasts are not a reliable indicator of future performance. Fore-
casts are based on assumptions, estimates, opinions, and hypothetical models that may prove to be incorrect. Investments come with risk. 
The value of an investment can fall as well as rise and your capital may be at risk. You might not get back the amount originally invested at 
any point in time. Source: DWS International GmbH. 

 
\ 2 

Real Estate Research Team 

Office Locations  Teams 

Frankfurt 

Mainzer Landstrasse 11-17 

60329 Frankfurt am Main 

Germany  

Tel: +49 69 71909 0 

 

London 

45 Cannon Street 

London, EC4m 5SB 

United Kingdom 

Tel: +44 20 754 58000 

 

New York 

875 Third Avenue 

26th Floor 

New York 

NY 10022-6225 

United States  

Tel: +1 212 454 3414 

 

San Francisco 

101 California Street  

24th Floor 

San Francisco 

CA 94111 

United States 

Tel: +1 415 781 3300 

 

Singapore 

One Raffles Quay 

South Tower 

15th Floor 

Singapore 048583 

Tel: +65 6538 7011 

 

Tokyo  

Sanno Park Tower  

2-11-1 Nagata-cho  

Chiyoda-Ku 

18th Floor  

Tokyo  

Japan  

Tel: +81 3 5156 6000 

 

Sydney 

Level 16, Deutsche Bank Place 

Corner of Hunter and Phillip Streets 

Sydney NSW 2000 

Australia 

Tel: +61 2 8258 1234 

 

 Global  

 Kevin White, CFA 

Global Co-Head of Real Estate Research 

 

Simon Wallace 

Global Co-Head of Real Estate Research 

   

 Americas  

 Brooks Wells 

Head of Research, Americas 

 

 

Ross Adams 

Industrial Research 

 

 

 

Liliana Diaconu, CFA 

Office & Retail Research  

 

 

Sharim Sohail 

Self-Storage Research 

 Europe  

 Ruben Bos, CFA 

Head of Real Estate Investment Strategy, Eu-

rope 

 

 

Siena Golan 

Property Market Research 

 

 

Carsten Lieser 

Property Market Research 

 

 

 

Tom Francis 

Property Market Research 

 

 

Rosie Hunt 

Property Market Research 

 

 

Martin Lippmann 

Head of Real Estate Research, Europe 

 Asia Pacific  

 Koichiro Obu 

Head of Real Estate Research, Asia Pacific 
 

  

Hyunwoo Kim 

Property Market Research 

 

Seng-Hong Teng 

Property Market Research 

 

 

Matthew Persson 

Property Market Research 

 

 

 



Real Estate Strategic Outlook: Italy June 2024 

 
This information is subject to change at any time, based upon economic, market and other considerations and should not be construed as 
a recommendation. Past performance is not indicative of future returns. Forecasts are not a reliable indicator of future performance. Fore-
casts are based on assumptions, estimates, opinions, and hypothetical models that may prove to be incorrect. Investments come with risk. 
The value of an investment can fall as well as rise and your capital may be at risk. You might not get back the amount originally invested at 
any point in time. Source: DWS International GmbH. 

 
\ 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTHOR 

 

   

Siena Golan 

Property Market Research 

 



Real Estate Strategic Outlook: Italy June 2024 

\ 4 

Important information  

For North America: 
The brand DWS represents DWS Group GmbH & Co. KGaA and any of its subsidiaries, such as DWS Distributors, Inc., which offers investment products, or DWS Investment Management 
Americas, Inc. and RREEF America L.L.C., which offer advisory services. 
 
This material was prepared without regard to the specific objectives, financial situation or needs of any particular person who may receive it. It is intended for informational purposes only. 
It does not constitute investment advice, a recommendation, an offer, solicitation, the basis for any contract to purchase or sell any security or other instrument, or for DWS or its affiliates 
to enter into or arrange any type of transaction as a consequence of any information contained herein. Neither DWS nor any of its affiliates gives any warranty as to the accuracy, reliability 
or completeness of information which is contained in this document. Except insofar as liability under any statute cannot be excluded, no member of the DWS, the Issuer or any office, 
employee or associate of them accepts any liability (whether arising in contract, in tort or negligence or otherwise) for any error or omission in this document or for any resulting loss or 
damage whether direct, indirect, consequential or otherwise suffered by the recipient of this document or any other person. 
 
The views expressed in this document constitute DWS Group’s judgment at the time of issue and are subject to change. This document is only for professional investors. This document 
was prepared without regard to the specific objectives, financial situation or needs of any particular person who may receive it. No further distribution is allowed without prior written 
consent of the Issuer. 
 
Investments are subject to risk, including market fluctuations, regulatory change, possible delays in repayment and loss of income and principal invested. The value of investments can 
fall as well as rise and you might not get back the amount originally invested at any point in time. 
 
An investment in real assets involves a high degree of risk, including possible loss of principal amount invested, and is suitable only for sophisticated investors who can bear such losses. 
The value of shares/ units and their derived income may fall or rise. 
 
War, terrorism, sanctions, economic uncertainty, trade disputes, public health crises and related geopolitical events have led, and, in the future, may lead to significant disruptions in US 
and world economies and markets, which may lead to increased market volatility and may have significant adverse effects on the fund and its investments.  
 
For Investors in Canada.  No securities commission or similar authority in Canada has reviewed or in any way passed upon this document or the merits of the securities described herein 
and any representation to the contrary is an offence. This document is intended for discussion purposes only and does not create any legally binding obligations on the part of DWS Group. 
Without limitation, this document does not constitute an offer, an invitation to offer or a recommendation to enter into any transaction. When making an investment decision, you should 
rely solely on the final documentation relating to the transaction you are considering, and not the document contained herein. DWS Group is not acting as your financial adviser or in any 
other fiduciary capacity with respect to any transaction presented to you.  Any transaction(s) or products(s) mentioned herein may not be appropriate for all investors and before entering 
into any transaction you should take steps to ensure that you fully understand such transaction(s) and have made an independent assessment of the appropriateness of the transaction(s) 
in the light of your own objectives and circumstances, including the possible risks and benefits of entering into such transaction. You should also consider seeking advice from your own 
advisers in making this assessment. If you decide to enter into a transaction with DWS Group, you do so in reliance on your own judgment. The information contained in this document is 
based on material we believe to be reliable; however, we do not represent that it is accurate, current, complete, or error free. Assumptions, estimates, and opinions contained in this 
document constitute our judgment as of the date of the document and are subject to change without notice. Any projections are based on a number of assumptions as to market conditions 
and there can be no guarantee that any projected results will be achieved. Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. The distribution of this document and availability of these 
products and services in certain jurisdictions may be restricted by law. You may not distribute this document, in whole or in part, without our express written permission. 
 
For EMEA, APAC & LATAM: 
DWS is the brand name of DWS Group GmbH & Co. KGaA and its subsidiaries under which they do business. The DWS legal entities offering products or services are specified in the 
relevant documentation. DWS, through DWS Group GmbH & Co. KGaA, its affiliated companies and its officers and employees (collectively “DWS”) are communicating this document in 
good faith and on the following basis. 
 
This document is for information/discussion purposes only and does not constitute an offer, recommendation, or solicitation to conclude a transaction and should not be treated as 
investment advice. 
 
This document is intended to be a marketing communication, not a financial analysis. Accordingly, it may not comply with legal obligations requiring the impartiality of financial analysis 
or prohibiting trading prior to the publication of a financial analysis. 
 
This document contains forward looking statements. Forward looking statements include, but are not limited to assumptions, estimates, projections, opinions, models, and hypothetical 
performance analysis. No representation or warranty is made by DWS as to the reasonableness or completeness of such forward looking statements. Past performance is no guarantee of 
future results. 
 
The information contained in this document is obtained from sources believed to be reliable. DWS does not guarantee the accuracy, completeness, or fairness of such information. All 
third-party data is copyrighted by and proprietary to the provider. DWS has no obligation to update, modify or amend this document or to otherwise notify the recipient in the event that 
any matter stated herein, or any opinion, projection, forecast, or estimate set forth herein, changes or subsequently becomes inaccurate. 
 
Investments are subject to various risks. Detailed information on risks is contained in the relevant offering documents. 
 
No liability for any error or omission is accepted by DWS. Opinions and estimates may be changed without notice and involve a number of assumptions which may not prove valid. 
DWS does not give taxation or legal advice.  
 
This document may not be reproduced or circulated without DWS’s written authority.  
 
This document is not directed to, or intended for distribution to or use by, any person or entity who is a citizen or resident of or located in any locality, state, country, or other jurisdiction, 
including the United States, where such distribution, publication, availability, or use would be contrary to law or regulation or which would subject DWS to any registration or licensing 
requirement within such jurisdiction not currently met within such jurisdiction. Persons into whose possession this document may come are required to inform themselves of, and to 
observe, such restrictions. 
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